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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

FIRE PREVENTION DIVISION 

 
 

 REPAIR GARAGE/AUTOMOTIVE/MARINE/FLEET FUEL 
DISPENSING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

 
Appendix Chapter 1, section 105.6.39 of the Los Angeles County Fire Code states that permits 
required by the Fire Code shall be obtained from the fire code official. An operational permit is 
required for operation of repair garages and automotive, marine and fleet motor fuel-dispensing 
facilities.  See Chapter 22 for complete requirements.  Additional requirements may be applicable. 
 
General. Repair garages shall comply with this section and the California Building Code. Repair 
garages for vehicles that use more than one type of fuel shall comply with the applicable provisions 
of this section for each type of fuel used. 
 
Storage and use of flammable and combustible liquids.  The storage and use of flammable and 
combustible liquids in repair garages shall comply with Chapter 34 and Sections 2211.2.1 through 
2211.2.4. 

 
Drainage and disposal of liquids and oil-soaked waste. Garage floor drains, where provided, 
shall drain to approved oil separators or traps discharging to a sewer in accordance with the 
California Plumbing Code. 
 
Smoking. Smoking shall not be allowed in repair garages except in approved locations. 
 
Below-grade areas.  Pits and below-grade work areas shall be constructed in accordance with the 
California Building Code. 
 
Repair garages for vehicles fueled by lighter-than-air fuels. Repair garages for the conversion 
and repair of vehicles which use CNG, liquefied natural gas (LNG), hydrogen or other lighter-than-air 
motor fuels shall be in accordance with Sections 2211.7 through 2211.7.2.3 in addition to the other 
requirements of Section 2211. 
 
Tank filling operations for Class I, II or IIIA liquids.  Delivery operations to tanks for Class I, II or 
IIIA liquids shall comply with Sections 2205.1.1 through 2205.1.3 and the applicable requirements of 
Chapter 34. 
 
Emergency shutoff valves. Automatic emergency shutoff valves required by Section 2206.7.4 shall 
be checked not less than once per year by manually tripping the hold-open linkage. 
 
Leak detectors. Leak detection devices required by Section 2206.7.7.1 shall be checked and tested 
at least annually in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications to ensure proper installation 
and operation. 
 
Spill control. Provisions shall be made to prevent liquids spilled during dispensing operations from 
flowing into buildings. Acceptable methods include, but shall not be limited to, grading driveways, 
raising doorsills, or other approved means. 
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Sources of ignition. Smoking and open flames shall be prohibited in areas where fuel is dispensed. 
The engines of vehicles being fueled shall be shut off during fueling. Electrical equipment shall be in 
accordance with the California Electrical Code. 
 
Fire extinguishers. Approved portable fire extinguishers complying with Section 906 with a 
minimum rating of 2-A:20-B:C shall be provided and located such that an extinguisher is not more 
than 75 feet (22 860 mm) from pumps, dispensers or storage tank fill-pipe openings.  
 
Warning signs. Warning signs shall be conspicuously posted within sight of each dispenser in the 
fuel-dispensing area and shall state the following: 

1. No smoking. 
2. Shut off motor. 
3. Discharge your static electricity before fueling by touching a metal surface away from the nozzle. 
4. To prevent static charge, do not reenter your vehicle while gasoline is pumping. 
5. If a fire starts, do not remove nozzle-back away immediately. 
6. It is unlawful and dangerous to dispense gasoline into unapproved containers. 
7. No filling of portable containers in or on a motor vehicle.  Place container on ground before filling. 

 

Control of brush and debris.  Weeds, grass, brush, trash and other combustible materials 
shall be kept not less than 10 feet (3048 mm) from fuel-handling equipment. 
 
Physical protection. Guard posts complying with Section 312 or other approved means shall be 
provided to protect above-ground tanks against impact by a motor vehicle unless the tank is listed as 
a protected above-ground tank with vehicle impact protection. 
 
Gravity and pressure dispensing. Flammable liquids shall not be dispensed by gravity from tanks, 
drums, barrels or similar containers. Flammable or combustible liquids shall not be dispensed by a 
device operating through pressure within a storage tank, drum or container. 
 
Marine Motor Fuel-Dispensing Facilities.  The construction of marine motor fuel-dispensing 
facilities shall be in accordance with the California Building Code and NFPA30A. The storage of 
Class I, II or IIIA liquids at marine motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall be in accordance with this 
chapter and Chapter 34. 
 
Wharves, piers or floats. Wharves, piers or floats at marine motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall be 
used exclusively for the dispensing or transfer of petroleum products to or from marine craft, except 
that transfer of essential ship stores is allowed. 
 
Supervision. Marine motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall have an attendant or supervisor who is 
fully aware of the operation, mechanics and hazards inherent to fueling of boats on duty whenever 
the facility is open for business. 
 
Housekeeping. Marine motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall be maintained in a neat and orderly 
manner. Accumulations of rubbish or waste oils in excessive amounts shall be prohibited. 
 
Spills. Spills of Class I, II or IIIA liquids at or on the water shall be reported immediately to the fire 
department and jurisdictional authorities. 
 
Rubbish containers. Metal containers with tight-fitting or self-closing metal lids shall be provided for 
the temporary storage of combustible trash or rubbish.  
 
Marine vessels and craft. Vessels or craft shall not be made fast to fuel docks serving other 
vessels or craft occupying a berth at a marine motor fuel-dispensing facility. 
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Smoking. Smoking or open flames shall be prohibited within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of fueling 
operations. "No Smoking" signs complying with Section 310 shall be posted conspicuously about the 
premises. Such signs shall have letters not less than 4 inches (102 mm) in height on a background 
of contrasting color. 
 
Warning signs. Warning signs shall be prominently displayed at the face of each wharf, pier or float 
at such elevation as to be clearly visible from the decks of marine craft being fueled. Such signs 
shall have letters not less than 3 inches (76 mm) in height on a background of contrasting color 
bearing the following or approved equivalent wording: 

WARNING 
NO SMOKING-STOP ENGINE WHILE FUELING, 

SHUT OFF ELECTRICITY. 
DO NOT START ENGINE UNTIL AFTER BELOW 

DECK SPACES ARE VENTILATED. 
 

Fire protection. Fire protection features for marine motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall comply with 
Sections 2210.6.1 through 2210.6.4. 
 
Standpipe hose stations. Fire hose, where provided, shall be enclosed within a cabinet, and hose 
stations shall be labeled: FIRE HOSE-EMERGENCY USE ONLY. 
 
Obstruction of fire protection equipment.  Materials shall not be placed on a pier in such a 
manner as to obstruct access to fire-fighting equipment or piping system control valves. 
 
Access. Where the pier is accessible to vehicular traffic, an unobstructed roadway to the shore end 
of the wharf shall be maintained for access by fire apparatus. 
 
Portable fire extinguishers. Portable fire extinguishers in accordance with Section 906, each 
having a minimum rating of 20-B:C, shall be provided as follows: 

1. One on each float. 
2. One on the pier or wharf within 25 feet (7620 mm) of the head of the gangway to the float, 
    unless the office is within 25 feet (7620 mm) of the gangway or is on the float and an  
    extinguisher is provided thereon. 
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